“Limiting my freedom so | do not offend the tastes of
those around me.”

Tips for Parents to Encourage Deference

It doesn’t come naturally for most children to show the character quality of
deference. Too often a child displays a "me-first” attitude or lacks the sensitivity to
be aware of the needs and tastes of those around him. Here are some suggestions
to age def

Use real life situations to discuss these criteria for deference with your children:
a. Were you aware of others around you?

b. Did you notice what they preferred?
c. What would be the polite thing to do?

Get a book on manners and begin to talk about how a def: tial attitude will
begin to show in actions called "good manners.”

Use conflicts with siblings (or parents) as t hing ts to replay the actions
and demonstrate how showing deference to others’ tastes can bring a peaceful
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