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As Abe Lincoln’s eyes swepl over the
crewded, makeshift hospital ward, he was
filled wwith asdnesd for the man 30 baaly
wounded from fighting the Confederate
saldiers. He weant from bed to bed with Or,
Jerome Walker, who was doing all he cowld
far the men Abe stened fo the wounded
men and encowraged them, thanking them
far fighting for their natien, Some veleed
bitterness at the Sowth for starting the war
that seemed te be destraying the natian,
cailing their soldiers “rebels.”

Abe answered them by saying, “We have all played a part in that destrection. There are two
eides to every war; the fawlt is oot entirely theirs.™

ol you spof the “f WIF? dbe was willing to admit his own wrong, rather than entirely blaming
others,

Abe and the dectar then entered a ward cantaining Soeuthern prisenery, altheugh Ov. Walker
had assumed Abe woold not want to vislt them. Surprising Dr. Walker, Abe was kind and
compassionate (o these men a8 well, even though they had no deubi kiled many of his owhn men.

N you spet the "1 Wi ? Abe was guick (e forgive iz enemies,

. Walker said in amarement, "How do jou do it, sir? How can you be kind to these men who
are prisoners of war?” Abe repled, “They are slso brave soldiers who alss need care amd

fergiveness,”
MNd youw spot the "1 Will™ 7 Abe showed kindness o those whoe had apposed him,
Abe began to tell Or. Walker one of his famowus fales, He told of a ime when he and friends were

antacked a3 they were taking & boat down the Miastsippl by a band of escaping slaves whe
feared capture. They were able to fight them off and escape safely to continue down the river.

Then Abe posed a guestion to Dr. Walker, "Do yow think it wowld have been rght for me fo
Believe that all Africans were evil based an that one experdence””

MNel you spat the ) WV 7 Abe did sar take up & persansl afende sgelast the sisves whe sriashed
Faiem.

Abe continved, “Then | can't assume that these men are evil either. There is no need for
revenge, with all the pain these men have already endured.”

Did you sgal the ~1 Wil 7 Abe knew he should not seek révenge.

The war ended on April 8, 1885 whoen the Confederate army surrendered to the Unfon. Mr,
Lincoln again demonstrated forgiveness with the generows terms of surrender he gave to the
Cenfederacy. This largiving attitude enabled the United States of America te be one nation
again.




