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The Americanr Buffalo, alse known as bisan
roamed the North American plafns by the
thowsands until they were nearly extinet due o
averhunting by early Ameriesn settiers by 1885,
Thankfully, dedicated people have worked fo
make sure the bulfals did not complately perish.
Taday, there are over 200,000 buffalo inhabiting
North America due to privately managed herds.

Organiring Struatfure

Ench bison herd has two sub-hords, One ls
composed of bulls and is managed by the mature
Barife. The arher is compased of eaws and calves
with the older cows leading the herd. Blaon arganize themselves by dominance rather than by territary.

Hee e Call

Buffale commumicate with esch other with sounds and hesd gestures. When the fead male wants fo ehange the
direction the herd iz headed he will step out in front. Beffalo make snorting or grunting sownds fe indicate anger or
warn of danger.

From June through September, the sub-herds will reunite for breeding season. Males will sametimes fight fo
maintain deminance within the herd. Lead bulls shake their heads to warn chalenging males of an eminent fight i
the insubardinste male does nat bask dawn.

Despite their massive badies, buffale hove ineredible staming and ean sustain speeds of 30 mph for up e 30
minufes. They can alse soale recky mountainsides with the agifity of mesntain geats. Bne loeok at a bison confirms
s abwviews strength. Even grizoly bears know to respect healthy adult male buifalo.

Frotecting One Another
A Bisckfoor Indisn witnessed a grizzly bear foolishly artack & young helfer. A massive bull eharged knocking the
bear down, freeing the heifer. The bear rese up to defend itself. For the next 15 to 20 minutes the bull tossed and

gared the Bear. Realizing it cowld not win, the bear tried fo retreat, The enraged bull pursved the bear and
contineed fo punish if. Even after the bear showed no signs of life, the bull contirred its attack.

Communicating Respeat

Native Americans respected and valved the beffalo making firll wse of its many assets. Bison provided many of the
tribes needs including blankets, tepes coverings, food and clathing.
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