
 

"Orderliness" comes from a Latin  
word meaning "row; series." It has the  
idea of bringing something into line in the 
 
right way, much as military troops line up 
for inspection. 
Orderliness is different from neatness,  
which may mean things only look orderly  
and picked up, while a mess is hidden  
away.  
Orderliness can apply to our physical  
surroundings, to our time scheduling, and 
 
to our way of thinking. Orderly thinking  
takes into account the big picture, and  
sets priorities with the order of steps.  
Things needed for these tasks are  
gathered and arranged by categories.  
They are always returned to their place  
right away so they can be found easily  
later. The time saved by orderliness can  
be used to enjoy other activities. 
It is important to balance order with  
flexibility, changing plans when an  
authority asks. It is necessary, however,  
to return to orderliness after the  
interruption. 
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